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SERMON f 
Preached to the | ; 
SOCIETIES 
FOR 
Reformation of Manners, &c. 
: ces 


P SAL. cxix. 136. 


Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, | 


becauſe they keep not thy Law. 0 
Or as it is in the other Tranſlation. F 

Mine eyes guſh out with water, becauſe || 
men keep not thy Law. | 


1 

H E deſign of our aſſembling at this 
time, is to excite and encourage one 
another in making head againſt Vice 
Weeks and Profaneneſs, and maintaining the 
Honour of God and Religion in the 
World. And becauſe a zealous and 
ſteady proſecution of this work is 
not to be expected, but where there is firſt an inward % 


concern and grief at the wickedneſs that we ſee 5 1 
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the world; nor is that concern and grief to be raiſed 
and kept up in the mind, but by firſt conſidering 
the Work as the Cauſe of God, and then making it 
our own Cauſe upon a fix d Principle of Duty and 
Conſcience ; therefore, I ſhall take occafion from the 


words of the P/almiſt, to enquire into theſe two 
heads : 


=_ 1. Rp, How does it become a good man to be 
1 affected, when he ſees and obſerves the Wicked. 
neſs of the world? He ought to lay it to heart, 
and to be grieved and concerned at it. 


II. Secondly, What is to be done on the part of a 


good man, to ſhew that his grief and concern 
are hearty and ſincere. 


It. then, How does it become a good man to be 
affected, when he ſees and obſerves the wickednels of 
the world? He ought to lay it to heart, and to be 
grieved and concerned at it. For, as Religion is pro- 
perly the Cauſe of God; ſo every good man has in 
effect enter'd and liſted himſelf in the /ervice of that 
Cauſe; to ſupport and maintain it in the world, a- 
gainſt the force and oppoſition of its Enemies. Thele 
Enemies are Sin and Satan; which are perpetually la- 
bouring againſt Religion and Goodneſs, and trying all 
ways poſſible to make head againſt them; to baniſh 
them out of the world, and to cover the face of the 
earth with Wickedneſs and Profaneneſs. 

When Religion thrives and encreaſes, and it ap- 
pears that mankind in general grow more ſober and 
virtuous, or leſs diſſolute and profane; that the Houle 
of God is more frequented, and Swearing and Blat- 
phemy leſs heard in our ſtreets; that particular per- 
Ions within our own knowledge are reformed and wa 

| com 


— 


for Reformation of Mamers. 5 


—_— 


ame new men, or (in other words) have quitted 
he ſervice of the Enemy, and are come over to the 
fe of Religion; in this caſe, the Cauſe of God vi- 
ly proſpers and gains ground; and the confidera- 
tion hereof is Juſt matter of Tr: mph and Rejoycing 
to every good man; being, in effect, the ſucceſs and 
proſperity of his own Cauſe. | 

0n the contrary, when the wickedneſs of mankind 
Rencreaſes, and we ſee Vice grow more faſhionable, 
ind leſs ſhameful in the eyes of the world; when 
men go on to fin with greater degrees of boldneſs 
ind openneſs; when new kinds of Vice ſpring up, 
1nd old ones take deeper root; and when our own 
es are witneſſes, how ſome who ſeem d to be hearty 
in Religion, are fall'n away; and others, who are and 
have been wicked, remain obſtinate and incorrigible 
after all Endeavours to reclaim them; in this caſe, 


of 2 
ncern 


to be the Empire of Sin and Satan upon earth is enlarged, 
els of Nad the Cauſe of God and Religion loſes ground; and 
to be i conſequence as many as are engaged in the ſervice 
S pro- ad concerned for the Honour of that Cauſe, muſt be 
aas in ſerieved and afflicted, to fee that wickedneſs prevails 
F that and gains ſtrength upon the earth. 


Id, a. And to be inwardly grieved at the encreaſe of 
Theſe nickedneſs, is ſuch a neceſſary effect of a real con- 
Ily h. em for Religion, that whoever ſees it (as, God 
ng all knows, it is too viſible) and yer does not find him- 
baniſh ef ſenſibly grieved and affected with the fight, may 
F the elt aſſured that the Cauſe of God and Religion is 

dot at his heart. For whoever has that Cauſe at his 
it ap- eart, will not only grieve to ſee a genera! corrup- 
r and ton cf principles and manners in a Nation; but the 
Houle Wvickedneſs. of every particular notorious Sinner will 
niſe in his heart a proportionable meaſure of grief and 
Ohcern. The heart that honours and loves God, 
not but be grieved to ſee Sinners deſpiſe _ at- 
ront 
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front him; the heart that loves man, as the img 
of God, cannot but grieve to ſee him run on ohſþ. 
nately in the way that leads to eternal deſtructio 
In like manner, a due reverence to the Name 9 
God, muſt of courſe raiſe a ſenſible uneaſineſs in ever 
good man, when he hears that holy Name profane! 
and blaſphemed by oaths and curſes ; as a conſcien 
tious regard to the Laws of God, grounded upon: 
Tenſe of the Purity and Holineſs of them, cannot fil 
to raiſe a concern in Righteous and Religious men 
when they ſee thoſe Laws openly deſpiſed and tramp 
led · on by bold and profligate Sinners. 

This then is a neceſſary teſtimony of a good ma, 
one who has the Cauſe of God and Religion at his hear 
to be grieved and concerned at the growth of fin, an 
the wickedneſs of mankind. And accordingly, ti II 
zeal for the honour of God and his Laws, and this con 
cern at the open violation of them, appears eminent) 
in the practice of ſome of the beſt men that we read f 
in Scripture. When I/-ae/ had corrupred themſelves 
with Idolatry, and thrown down the Altars of the e 1/: 
God, Elijah (as we read, 1 Kings xix .14. ) was ve th 
Jealous for the Lord God of Hoſts. David, when he fue 
the profaneneſs of mankind, tells us ( P/a/. 69. % ed 
that the 2eal of God's bouſe bad ev'n eaten him up; ne c 
he makes all wicked men, 7. e. all the Enemies of G bol 
to be his own Enemies (P/al. 139. 21.) Do mt OP it 
hate them, O Lord, that hate thee * and am not I grip | 
ved with thoſe that riſe up ag ainſi thee ? Tea, I he! 
them right ſore, ev'n as tho" they were mine Enemies e 
and we are told in the Text, that when the P/almil 
obſerved among the People, only a Neglect of tens 
Laws of God, his eyes guſh'd out with water, and en. 
was overwhelm'd with grief. And a more early tell 
mony than all theſe, of the concern of a good man e, 


the wickedneſs of the world, is that of righteous LL! * 
| 0 
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1 ol pf whom St. Peter ſays ( 2 Pet. ii. 8.) that that righ- 
rudi ot man, droe/ling among a People abominably wicked, 
me of ihr /ceing and bearing, vexed bis righteous ſoul from day 
n ever d coith their unlawful deeds. 
rofanel For as this grief and trouble at the wickedneſs of 
onſcien- ankind, is the neceſſary and immediate effect of a con- 
upon em for the Honour of Almighty God and his Religion 
not fil pon earth; fo it is what every righteous and good man 


vill feel, more or leſs, in his own breaſt ; and whoever 
Nells it not, may reſt aſſured, that he has not Religion 
and the glory of God at his heart, 


us men, 
| tramp 


5d man, 

us heart, I paſs on to the Second Enquiry : 

fin, and 

Ay, thi II. What is to be done on the part of a good man, 
this con- to ſhew that his grief and concern at the wick- 
minently edneſs that is in the world, are hearty and ſin- 
e read d cere. And, 


emſelve 

the tue 1/7. The immediate effect of a real grief and concern 
was ven the wickedneſs of mankind, is a firm reſolution, that 
en he e will uſe our utmoſt diligence to oppoſe and make 
. 69. 9.) Head againſt it. In many caſes we are grieved at things 
up ; me cannot help, and concerned at Evils that it is 
S of God, bolly out of our power to prevent or amend ; and 
Do not IF" ſuch caſes, Grieving is the only teſtimony we 
not Lern give of our diſlike and abhorrence. But when 
-a, I bade Evil we pretend to lament, is ſuch as may in 
Euenie ne meaſure be help'd and remedied by our own 
e Pſalmill ideavours , there, to grieve and fit ſtill, is by no 
„ of teens a teſtimony of a fincere and hearty con- 
r, and een It is rather, a teſtimony of the contrary, that 
early telüde grief and concern we wou'd be thought to 


ave, is only pretended and bypocritical. Now, as 
eis in the power of every man, be his condi- 
Mm what it will, to oppoſe and diſcountenance 
Vice, 


5d man 7 
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| Vice, in one degree or another; ſo no man my 
| | | 
| reckon that he is truly grieved at the wickedng 
of the world, unleſs his grief be accompany'd wit 
2 a reſolution to exert himſelf in oppoſing and dif 
countenancing it, as far as his Station and Abilitie 
enable him. Nothing more common in the wort 
than to hear men inveighing againſt the wickedneh 
of mankind, and lamenting the great growth of i 
in expreſſions full of zeal and concern for Rel. 
gion; and for doing this, they expect to be reckon! 
the Patrons of Virtue and Goodneſs in the world 
Whereas, in truth, good words make theſe juſt fu 
e to Religion, as they made a certain for 
of Perſons that St. James ſpeaks of (chap. ii. ;. 
ſupports to the Poor ; who, when they ſaw a þ 
ther or ſiſter naked and deſtitute of daily jul 
would pretend a great compaſſion for them, and fi 
Depart in peace, be you warmed and filed; but 1by 
pave them not thoſe things that were needful to il 
Body. This, I fay, is Juſt ſuch Charity to the Poor 
as general Invectives againſt Vice, without endeayout 
to reform it, are a zeal for God and Religion. Tt 
come up to this character, we muſt not only co 
fider Vice in general, and expreſs our abhorrence 0 
it at large; but we muſt fer our ſelves againſt pat 
ticular Vices, and thoſe too as reigning in the heart 
and appearing in the lives, of particular perſons; ar 
we muſt reſolve, that we will leave no way unattempt 
ed, no means untry d, that may probably help to 1 
claim and reform them. We muſt firſt conſider of tl 
moſt proper Remedies, and then how to adminill 
thoſe Remedies in the moſt proper methods; what at 
the Arguments that are moſt likely to be effectual, an 
what the Times moſt ſeaſonable to offer and enford 
them; how we may manage and carry on the wo 
with the belt ad vantage; by our ſelves, or by wy 
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by Reaſonings, or by Admonitjons ; in the way of 


man muſ f | 
vickedneh Gentlenefs, or in the way of Severity. And while 
ny'd wit we are Deliberating about theſe things, we muſt not 
and dig be faint or diſcouraged, if we foreſee Difficulties in 


the way z but ir muſt be our fix'd and ſettled Re- 


1 Abilitiz 
| ſolution, that whatever appears ro be fairly praQti- | 


he world 


wicked cable; ſhall certainly be done. | | 
vth of it For it is a work that in many reſpects requires 
for Reh great degrees of Patience and Reſolution. The ves 


ry attempt to reform others, ſuppoles they have 
C Vices that want to be reformed ; and that ſuppoſi- 


e reckon! 
he world 


juſt ſuc tion catries in it ſomething that is harſh and un- 
rtain fri grateful, and, however ſincerely intended for their 

5. ii. 1j good, does ſometimes provoke ſinners to be out 
a 68 Enemies, or at leaſt to ceaſe to be our Friends; 

laily fol bo charge us with rudeneſs and ilbnature, in rerurn * 
, and f for the greateſt inſtance of Aindneſs and charity ot 
hut our part. Sin alſo, when it is grown into a habit, 
11 to is apt to make men very froward and uneafie un- 
the Po der any admonitions and perſwaſions to leave it; 

ndeavour i and after great pains has been taken with a ſinner 
gion. Te in order to reclaim him, we fhall oft times find that 
only con it has been labour in vain, and fee little or no hope 
rrence of his reformation in the end. So that upon botn 
ainſt pu theſe accounts, it is neceſſary that whoever ſets him- 


be heat ſelf to ſuppreſs and diſcourage Vice, ſhould be arm- 


ſons; ed before-hand with great degrees of Patience and 
nattem pi Reſolution. And theſe he is to arm himſelf with, 

elp to h by conſidering, that the Cauſe he is en ＋ in, is 
der of t the Cauſe of God and his Religion, againſt Sin and 
dminill Satan; that no labour can be too great for the ſa- 
what a ving of a Soul; that tho' he cannot perhaps make 
tual, aa his neighbour better, it is a great work if he can 
d enfo keep him from being worſe; that altho* he do 


the wol 


fail in the whole, and can neither work him into # 
googneſs, nor reſtrain him from wickedneſs,” yet his 
B honeſt 
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| honeſt Endeavours to do it are accepted of God, 
and will meet with a diſtinguiſhing reward from 
= his hand. To this purpoſe, t. James (v. 19, 20.) 
concludes his Epiſtle with a remarkable Encouragement 
to every Chriſtian to labour in this bleſſed Work: 
Bretbren, ſays he, if any 75 you do err from the truth, 
and one convert him; let bim know, that he tohich con- 
verieth a ſinner from the errour of his way, ſhall ſave 
a ſoul from death, and ſhall hide a multitude of ſins. 
{ ,, Theſe then are the Reſolutions, and theſe the En. 
{ deavours . that will appear in every Chriſtian, who 
Is fincerely grieved and concerned at the wicked- 
ness of mankind. For fince every Chriſtian is by 
bis profeſſion a declared Enemy to fin; the oppo- 
nig and diſcouraging of fin, where-ever it is found, 
is by. conſequence the proper work of every Chri- 
titian in general. But, 


2h. This concern and reſolution to diſcourage 
and ſuppreſs Vice, ought to appear more eminently 
and more peculiarly in thoſe who have received a ſpe- 
=—_ cial Authority from God to do it; and have there- 
34 op a, ſpecial obligation to exert their Authority 
for chis good end, within the bounds and limits of 
== their reſpective Powers: As, Parents over their Chil- 
Maſters over their Servants, Miniſters over the 
Flocks which are committed to their Care, and Ma- 
—_ giltrates over all perſons whatſoever within the 
= compaſs of their Power and Authority. To each 
of theſe God has given a Commiſſion to oppoſe and 
= diſcountenance Wickedneſs : to Parents and Maſters, 
by corporal puniſhments and other reſtraints and dil- 
—_ couragements, as occaſion requires; to the | Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, by earneſt and repeated Admonitions 
and 8 and to the Magiſtrates, by à vigo- 
WT 70us. execution of the Laws againſt Vice and 2 
—_— — 
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fanenefs.- It is, as 1 have already obſerved; the 
duty of Chriſtians in general, to ſhew their abhor- 
rence of Vice, and their concert! at the wickedneſs 
of mankind, in an honeſt endeavour to convince 
and reclaim” Sinners, in all. places, and at all times, 
| 25 they ſee occaſion, and opportunities come in their 
way; and this, Parents and Maſters, Minifters and 
© Magiſtrates are obliged-to, in common with all o- 
ther Chriſtians. But beſides this general Obligation, 
they have alſo, each of them, a particular Charge 
© of their own to take care of; as being ſpecially 
| appointed thereunto by the Providence of God, and 
| having received from him, in their ſeveral ations, 
© full and ſufficient Authority to reſtrain and 'diſcou- 
Inge wickedneſs in all thoſe whom he hath com- 
E mitted to their Care and Government. 277 


There is à pretence, by which Chriſtians at large 


ercuſe themſelves from attempting the reformation 
of particular Sinners; that tho it is true, they have 
known them long, and, to their great grief, have be- 
held the wickedneſs of their ways, yet 
Ino relation to them, nor have any Authority over 
them, and therefore are not obliged, more than 
the reſt of their neighbours, to be at the pains of 

exhorting and admoniſhing. Now, this is a ſtrange 


they bear 


wy of reaſoning, that becauſe every one is obliged 
to put-to a helping hand, and the reſt neglect their 
Duty, I am therefore diſcharged- from mine. If any 
agument is to be drawn from that avoiding and neg- 


peter obligation upon me to attend it. 

But ſuppoſe this were a good Excuſe to Chri- 

lians at large, as it certainly is not; yet Parents 

nd Maſters, Miniſters and Magiſtrates, could have 

0 right to plead it, becauſe' to tbem God has 
B 2 point- 


lefting of the work by others, it is this; that there- | 
Fore there is the greater need, and by conſequence tage 


preached to the, Societies? 
pointed qut the particular perſons whole manner 

| and. behaviour are to he their particular Care, any 
= Has given them ſpecial power and authority og 
= thaſe-.veay perſons: for that very end: It is 1 

Charge that he hath committed to them in part. 
cular; and from tbem he will require a partic 
lar account, how well they have executed it. Am 
linge the obligation is thus ſtrict; how far ar 
they from being duly concerned for the honoy 
of God, or grieved or concerned at the wickel 
neſs. of mankind, and how much further from ll. 
dying to reform it, who can ſuffer the very per 
Ions that God hath committed to their own im. 
mediate government, to go on quietly and ſecure 
ly in a wicked or diſſolute courſe !! How can Fr 
rents and Maſters, in particular, who mult be eye 
witneſſes of the greateſt part of the behaviour «< 
their Children and Servants, anſwer it to thei 
own conſciences, to fee them wicked,” and yet ſtul 
by unconcerned; and how will they anſwer it 
to God at the Laſt Day, when the wickednel 
they have tolerated in thoſe their Iuferiors, (hal 
riſe up in judgment | againſt themſelves? This | 
fo fat from lay ing the wickedneſs of mankind ti 
heart, or being grieved to ſee it (as the Pſaln 
was in the Text, and as every good man ough 
to be,) that it makes them the chief Patrons and 
Bicauragers of it; fo far from a seal and fu 
warde to ſuppreſs Vice, that the firiQtelt Com 
mand from God cannot force them to lift up 
hand againſt it; and, finally, fo far is it from d 
looking abroad for Opportunities to oppoſe and di 
countenance Sin, that it is the nouriſhing and cht 
riſhing of it within their own Walls. 

But tho* the Vices of Ch;/dren and Servants Can 
well eſcape the knowledge of their Parents and 4 
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fters ; yet this is an advantage which Miniſters and 
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are, and WY Magiſtrates have not in the exerciſe: of their Autho- | 
ty ove BB rity 3; eſpecially in Places that are large and populous. | 
t is 2 In ſuch Places, Vice may lay hid in many corners, 
n part. . notwithſtanding: their utmoſt diligence to find it our; 
particy AY and vicious Parents and Maſters, and all thoſe! who  * 
it. am live under their government, may go on long unte- 
far r proved: and  unpuniſhed, for want of due Informa- 


bono tio to the Miniſter and the Magiſtrate ; who there- 
wicket WY fore cannot be ſo ſerviceable in the ſuppreſſion of 
rom fh Vice as they otherwiſe might, unleſs aſſiſted by pri- 
ery pe. ute Iitimations from others, who have better o 
own i portunities to obſerve the behaviour and converſa- 
| ſecure tion) of particular perſons. And whatever "Reprod- * 
can r ches may be caſt upon ſuch men, for this charitable ' 
t be eye office to the ſouls of their neighbours; it is undoub- 


viour oi tedly in it ſelf a pious and religious work; ſuch 


to then en expreſſion of hatred againſt Sin, and of zeal for 

yet ſad God's Glory, and the ſalvation of mens Souls, as 
nſwer highly becomes every Chriſtian.” And as long as 
vickedneſ e they are conſcious of the ſincerity of their own In- 
ors, (hall tentions, they have no reaſon to regard the Scoffs 

This i and Revilings of men; both becauſe their zeal and 
ankind toy diligence in this good work, notwithſtanding all ; 
> P/aln the Reproaches of men, will be ſure to meet with | 


1an ou 2 ſpecial Reward and Commendation from God; 
trons and alſo becauſe they are the Reproaches of Evil © 
and e men, and, on that account, are to be eſteemed ! 
telt Com Honours rather than Reproaches. They are the 
lift up WI Keproaches of Lewd Places and Lewd Perſons, the 
from ii Keproaches of profane Swearers and Scoffers at 
e and di Religion, the Reproaches of publick Nurſeries of 
and cl Gaming, and Harbours of Drunkenneſs and of 

other vile and unchriſtian Practices; all which are 
inte canq Open and grievous offences againſt the Majeſty of 
s od. And 35 it is the Duty of a good Subjett to | 
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= -fons againſt him and his Government, to the en! 


g | And; when wicked Men openly aſſociate againft the 


woſt clear of Suſpicion ;; and the Lives and Cha. 
_ ters of the Body of thoſe Perſons who have eng 


Frotecutions ot vieious Perſons and diſorderly os 
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ian earthly Prince; to give Information of all I. 


the Aftors in them may be reſttain d and - puniſh'q, 
0 is it no leſs the Duty of the Subjects and 8e. 
vants of the Great God of Heaven and Earth, 
to inform his Vicegetents and thoſe who are in 
Authority under them, of all ſuch abominable Pn. 
tices; which are properly Treaſons againſt the Mi. 
Jelly: of Heaven, and, when the Actors are formel 
into à kind of Aſſoniations for carrying on the work 
of Satan, are no better than an open Rebellion 1. 
gainſt God, and a Defiance of him and his Laws 


Cauſe of God, it wou'd be very ſtrange in a Chi. 
ſtian Country, if good men ſhould be cenſured for 
Aſſociating or it; eſpecially, when they intend m 
more, than to make themielves ſubſervient to Legil 
Authority, that is, no more than to give the Lans 
againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality of all kinds, the 
effect which the Legiſlature intended them. And if 
it happen that an ill-deſigning perſon ſhall ſome- 
times mix with them, had carry on his own pri- 
ate Intereſt under colour of ſuppreſſing Vice and 
Profaneneſs, this is not to be wonder'd at; ſince it 
is natural for men of the worſt Deſigns, to chuſe 
to execute them under the beſt Colours, and in the 
beſt Company, where they think they may ſtand 


ged in this excellent work, together with the Cate 
they have taken, and are ready to take, to ſee pub- 
lick Juſtice done upon ſuch Impoſtors, ought for ever 

do filence all Objections of that kind, and to induce all 
g cod men to have their hearts and hands open to en- 
courage the work, and to help forward the publick 


© 


— 
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Md; And. the Magiſtrate has the greateſt need that can 
| Ser. e of ſuch zealous and vigorous Aſſiſtance in the 
arth, eecution of the Laws againſt Profaneneſs and Im- 


nordlity, within theſe uy and populous Cities : 
pere great Wealth and Luxury ſow the ſeeds of 


Mi uſt! and Debauchery, and much Idleneſs is a daily 
ormed emptation and Opportunity to carry them into 
work rice: Where perſons, and their concerns and 
on „ec, are ſo little known to one another, and Vice 
Laws. ſo much leſs under the Reſtraints of Fear and 
/1 the me, than in other places, and therefore needs to 
Chi > more narrowly watch d: Whither numbers of Men 
ed for | Women flock from all parts, to ſupport them- 
end no Ives by Gaming and Lewdneſs; and having no o- 
Legal er methods of Subſiſtence, are doubly diligent in 
; Laws Wrrupting of Youth. In a word, where, by this 


ncourſe of corrupt minds and deſperate fortunes; 


And it Ice is able to form it ſelf into Societies and Com- 
ſome - nt for the deſtruction of Virtue ; and as 1 
vn pt. erv'd before, it would be very hard if they who 
ce and im themſelves into Societies for the defence and 


pport of Virtue againſt thoſe Combinations of Vice, 
bud not meet with due commendation and en- 
nagement from every pious and good man: Of 
dich fort alſo, God be thanked, there are multitudes 
this great and. populous City ; where not only 
Ckedneſs, but Religion alſo, is to be found in the 
he Care elt perfection, as well in the regular Devotions 


ee pub- WT exemplary Piety and Order of private Families, 
for erer n a zealous and conſtant Attendance upon the 
duce all Mick Worſhip of God. But this pleaſant and 


n to em Witiful Scene is to be look'd upon as perpetually 
publick iert to the Inundations of Vice, unleſs the Banks 
| Fences be watch'd and guarded with the utmoſt 


e and Diligence. 2 
n 


16 A Sermon preached to the Societies 
And as the Place, ſo the Time alſo, calls up 
all ſerious and good men to exert themſelves yit 
the greateſt zeal and activity in the ſupport & 
God's Honour, and the defence of his Religion, x 
gainſt Profaneneſs and Immorality. The meſ{ 
ot his hand has lately viſited a neighbouring Ny 
tion in a very terrible manner; and tho' his hay 
be ſtaid for the preſent, yet we have great ca 
to dread the Judgments which Profaneneſs an 
Immorality do always, ſooner or later, pull dom 
upon Kingdoms and Countries, if there be ng 
found among us a proportionable number of pool 
men, whoſe zeal for the honour of God may ap 
peaſe his Vengeance, and make an atonement for 
the Nation, and as it were ſtand between the Li 
ving and the Dead. 
And if the Circumſtances both of Time and Place 
require a more than ordinary zeal for the main 
tenance of God's Honour and the ſuppreſſion 0 
Profaneneſs and Immorality; I am very furs i 
highly becomes Me, to whom the Providence d 
God has more immediately committed the Rel 
gious Concerns of theſe great Cities, earneſtly t 
beſeech, exhort, and ſummon, and, if I may be 4 
low'd the expreſſion, to give it in Charge to 
who fear and love God, to appear openly al 
zealouſly in his Cauſe; to be diligent in exec 
ting the Laws - againſt Profaneneſs and Immoralit 
and to raiſe and encreaſe their zeal for the if 
port of Virtue and Religion, in proportion to i 
vigorous Attacks that they ſee made upon them 0 
Satan and his wicked Inſtruments, 


If it ſhall be made a queſtion, whoſe work 4 
buſineſs ĩt properly is to protect Religion and mainta 
the Honour of God upon earth, and to wha © 


Ann 
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er, or Degree of men it belongs; this ſeems to 


upon boot unlike another enquity, about which ſpecula- 
s with e men have buſied themſelves, namely, what are 
dort dl nroper Morives of Obedience to God, whether 
Sion, * or Hope, or Love only: To which the true 
ell er is, that all are proper Motives, and all too 


ing N to keep men ſtedfalt in their Obedience to God. 
lis hand ne manner, if the queſtion be askd, to what 
of a x of Men the protecting of Religion, and main- 
els 


ing the Honour of God, does belong; the proper 
er is, that it belongs to all Orders, to Mini- 
' Magiſtrates, and all Mankind, of what Rank or 
nee ſoever ; and God, knows it is too apparent, 
the numbers out of all ſorts, that are willing to 
pe in the ſervice, and lay the work to heart, ate 
litle, with their whole united ſtrength, to main- 
Rdigion and Virtue againſt the open Inſults of 


and Tha rerels and Immorality. As all mankind of what 
he mn Order, or Degree ſoever, have received from 
elfen d their Being, and all the Powers and Faculties of 
- furs, ; and Soul, they ſtand mere immediately engaged 
27 þ mploy them to his Honour and Glory from whom 


receiv'd them, and who gave them principally 


meli dat end. As all Power, whether it be in 2 
ay be ral or Civil Capacity, is derived from God; ſo 
ge (0 | Commiſſions of Power, of what kind or nature 
Yenly r a ſtri& obligation to maintain the honour and 


ter of him from whom we receive our Power, 


mace "ys underſtood, tho it be not expreſs'd. As 
the o common Lord and Maſter, arid all Man- 
* his Servants, it is a common obligation upon 


bo employ the ſeveral Talents which he has com- 
to them, not only to the carrying on the 
of their ſtations, but alſo to the maintenance 
IS on honour. For is there any Maſter upon 
,, who will account * Servant has _ 

8 


13 A Sermon preached. to the Societie: 
his Duty, barely 1 the work and huſnd 
more immediately belonging to his ſtation; if i x 
pear, that ſuch Servant cat ſit Rill, contentedly y 
Wy when he. hears his Maſſer reproachd a 
r Ee I TT 
I grant, if the queſtion be ask'd, in what 7 6 
ſeveral ſorts and orders of men ate bound . 
mote, the Honour of Ged.; there is a differ- 
obligation, ariſing ftom the different A 4 
Opportunities which God has put into their hank 
but = eral obligation to employ Whatever & 
lities and Opportunities he has given, in his ſei 
and to his honour, is common to all mankind, 
is the voice of Nature and Reaſon, and of all ls 
and Countries that have been Worſhippers of ol 
True God; and it will be time enough to make 
a queſtion, to what part of mankind. the work if 
longs, when we ſee any part over-zealous and or 
ative in it; it will! be time enough to dich] 
any fort from the Service, when Virtue and Relig 
have viſibly got the better of Vice and Profen 
and we ſee them in qulet pollefſion of their C 
queſts, But at preſeut, 1, doubt it is too true, t 
as moſt. men need | to he. ſpurr'd on in the pil 
cution of this great work, {© the ſoint- Enden 
of all good men will be Ittle enough to enable Vi 
and Religion to maintain their ground againſt Vice 1 
Profaneneſs, and againſt the various Engines conti 
by a corrupt Generation, to. ſupport them, and k 
them in countenance. | | 

Amonglt theſe, I muſt particularly take notice 
Maſquerades ; as they - deprive. Virtue and Ki 
Sion of their laſt Refuge, I mean Shane; wil 

Teeps 
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multitudes of Sinners within the bounds 
Decency, after they have broken thro' all the 7 
of Principle and Conſcience, Burt this Intent 


a --0 
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; if t n free from that Tie alſo; being neither bet- 
ntedly vor worfe, than an Opportunity to ſay and do 
oachd u ee, what Virtue, Decency, and Good-Manners will 
permit to be {aid or done in any other Place. If 
t ons of either Sex will frequent lewd and profane 
„ or openly join themſelves to Looſe and Athe- 
n Aſſemblies of any kind, they have their Re 
Was they are ſure to be marked and branded by 
eit e 2ood men, as perſons of corrupt minds and vi- 
atever Aus inclinations, who have abandon'd Religion and 
his feng pretenſions to it, and given themſelves over to 
ankind, ry and Profanenefs. And as bad as the World 
of all dis is a heavy load upon the Characters 
ers of nen, and, in ſpite of all the endeavours of Vice 
to make ber up and keep it ſelf in countenance, it finks 
e work im by degrees into infamy and contempt. But 
5 and or pernicious Invention intrenches Vice and Profane- 
0. do, againſt all the Aſlaults and Impreſſions of 
nd Relig ne; and whatever Lewdneſs may be concerted, 
P rofancnW@atever Luxury, Immodeſty, or Extravagance may 
their Cy committed in word or deed, no one's Reputa- 
0 true, WE is at ſtake, no one's Character is reſponſible 
the p it. A circumſtance, of ſuch terrible conſequence 
-Ende2v0 Virtue and Good-Manners, that if Maſquerades 
nable u erer be reviv'd, as we heartily hope they will 
aſt Vice Al ſerious Chriſtians within theſe two great and 
es contri @ulous Cities will be nearly concerned to lay it 
n, and dent, and diligently to beftir themſelves in caution- 
HF fitir friends and neighbours againſt ſuch fatal 
ce note Wires. Particularly, all who have the Government 
; and e Education of Youth, ought to take the greateſt 
ne; uu e to keep them out of the way of this dange- 
; bounds Temptation; and then to labour againſt the 
ll che Nx of it; conſidering the proneneſs of man- 
vention Wd to fall into the Diverfions and Manners of thoſe 


une of a ſuperiour Rank and Character. 
2 
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tiouſneſs and Effeminacy. 
And thus I have ſhewn, Eir/t, How every gd 


Srees of men among us with zeal and courage 


_— - 


20 A Sermon preached to the Societies 
I cannot. forbear to add, that, all Religious (; 
fiderations apart, this is à Diverſion that no 5 
Engliſhman ought to be fond of, when he tent 
bers that it was brought among us by the Ambaſſy 
of a neighbouring Nation in the laſt Reign, while! 
Maſter was in meaſures; to Euſtave us; and inly 
there is not a more effectul way to Enſlave a fe 
than firſt to diſpirit and enfeeble them by Lie 


ought to be affected, when he ſees and oblervet 
wickedneſs of the world; that it becomes him to! 
it to heart, and to be greatly grieved and concen 
at it. Secondly, I have ſhewn, what is to be done 
the part of a good man, to make it appear that 
grief and concern are bearty and ſincere : Hem 
firſt firmly reſolve that he will uſe his urmoſt dilg 
to oppole and make head againſt it; and then, inp 
ſuance of that reſolution, he muſt take all prop: 
Rae to check and diſcourage it, as far m1 

ation and condition ſhall impower and enable li 
and in ſuch ways and methods as may molt proba 
bring about the reſormation of ſinners. | 

There is yet one way more of expreſſing out gl 
and concern at the wickedneſs of mankind, nd 
is equally in every one's Power to be!p and 4 
in that way; namely, to pray to God, that bs n 
be graciouſly pleaſed to reſtrain the power 0! 
and Satan, and enlarge the Kingdom of Chrill » 
on earth; that he will touch the heart of eie 
finner with a lively ſenſe both of his. vilenh, A 
bis danger; that he will inſpire all Orders and! 


ppoſe and diſcountenance Vice; and eſpecially, 
it will pleaſe him to put it into the hearts of 
eee + Govern 
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Governours and Magiſtrates, and all others 
in Office and Authority of any kind, to 4 
ſelves ſeriouſly to promote his honour and glory 
from whom they . received their Authority, and ti 
whom they mult give an account- of it at th 
Laſt Day. | 


Naw. 10 God the Father, God the PIE a G, 
the Holy-Ghoſt, be aſcribed all — 6 co 
praiſe, might, majeſly, and dominion, hencefort| 
and for evermore. "» 
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e krious Advice to Perſons who have been Sick; 
WJ be put into their hands as ſoon as they are 
ecovered. With a Thankſgiving for Recovery. 
rde Third Edition. Price 12 5. an Hundred. 


we 

u Admonition againſt Profane and Common 
wearing; to be put privately into the hands of Per- 

1 Sons who are addicted to that Vice. The Third Edition, 

_Pricc 125. an Hundred. 


Both by the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 
LONDON; And Printed for John Wyat at 
the Roſe in St. Paul's Church. yard. 
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The Nine and Twentieth 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 
PROGRESS made in the 


Cities of London and Weſtminſier, 

And Places adjacent, * 
ck 3 1 2 
e By the SOCIETIES for Promoting 
a Reformation of Manners ; 


ms By Furthering the Execution of the LAWS 


againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality ; and othes 
Chriſttan Methods. 


HE ſaid SOCIETIES have, in uance 
of their Deſign, from the Firſt of December 1722 


to the Firſt of December 1723, Profecuted divers forts 
of Offenders, (via.) 


Few and Diſorderly Practices 1623 
For 


. wv 
2 


Keeping of Bawdy and Diſorderly Houſes 38 

Exerciſing their Trades or Ordinary 2 
Callings on the Lord's-Day —— 2 

Profane Swearing and Curfing, 96 


The faid Societies have alſo been Aſſiſting Z 5 


648 


Proſecuting Common Gameſters and their 
Allociates 


For Keeping Common Gaming Houſes ——— 


The Total Number of Perſons Proſecuted by 
the Societies, in and near London only, for { , 
Debauchery and Profaneneſs for 33 Years > 86 9448 
laſt paſt, are calculated at Eighty Six Thou- ) | 
ſand Nine Hundred Forty Four, 


33 
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if 


Were 
WW F Impicty and Debauchery had gone on Spread- 
Il ing and Increaſing among us for the laſt [hirty 
Se -. 1227s, at that prodigious rate as they did for 
any Years before, we had aſſuredly been one of 
he moſt profligate Nations in the Chriſtian World; 
ad that under the cleareſt Light and greateſt Ad- 


4 
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tages for the knowing and practiſing our Duty, 
J F almoſt any other Nation; which muſt probably 
ave reduced us to a very miſerable Condition long 


* 
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* 
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core now: but by the Bleſſing of God upon the ha 
/arions Endeavours of the Societies of ſevetal ſorts, the 


er Promoting Religion, and Reformation of Manners, 
[ wonderful Check hath been given to the Prevalency 
f the moſt ſcandalous Vices, and in many Inſtances 
; j 8 viſible Reformation has enſu'd. | 


_—_ The. Reaſonableneſs of Uniting in Societies, for 
be more effectual carrying on a Work of this 
Nature, need not be further prov'd, after what has 
een ſaid with ſo much Advantage upon that Sub- 
es in che Annual Reformation Sermons ; as alſo by 
a 1 Ihe Excellent Author of The Whole Duty of Man, 
bo, in his Treatiſe of The Cauſes of the Decay 
F Criſtian Piety, hath this remarkable Paſſage: 
be Scandal (faith he) brought upon Religion, as it 
5 pas not contracted by the Irregularities of one or 
_ wo P:r/ons, but by aſſociated and common Crimes; 
—_ neither will it be removed by a few ſingle and 
„ware Reformations. There muſt be Combinations and 
lick Confederacies in Virtue, to balance and coun 
-rpoiſe thoſe of Vice, or ſhe will never recover that 
Honour which ſhe ac: tired by the general Piety of 


14 her Profeſſors. 
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Thanks be to God, many ſuch Combinations 


d- and publick Confedetacies are now in Being, 
Jy who make it a great part of their Bufmeſs 
77 to oppoſe allociated; as well as particular Of- 
- fenders. 

d- The Societies for Reformation of Manners 
ty, ate eminently of that number: And the Uſeful- 
bly nefs of ſuch Confederacies is viſible from what 
one has been actually brought about by Means of 
the WW the faid Societies, beyond what could have been 
TS, hoped for from any private Endeavours. Mul- 
I, titudes for Six and Twenty Tears laſt paſt, have 
and been ptoſecuted and puniſhed according to Law, 


for lewd and ſcandalous Prattices. Great num- 
bers of Bawdy-houſes, and other diſorderly 
| Houſes, have been ſuppreſſed arid ſhut-up, and 
for the Streets were very much purged from the 
this Wl wretched Tribe of Nighe-wa/king Proftitutes, and 
has moſt deteſtable Sodomites. Many young Men, 
| taken with lewd Women, have, by theit being 
brought to timely Shame and Puniſhment, beett 
Man, lifcouraged and turned (as we have reaſon to 
Jecay hope). from following ſuch ſinful Conrſes, which 
„ Wolten cauſe them to defraud their Parents, 
go 8 Maſters, &c. and bring themſelves ro utter 
. , Wvine. Moreover, many Thouſands of Books 
1 lave been diſperſed by theſe Societies through 
but the Kin ch and put into the hands of 
lwd and profane Perſons, to awaken them to 
60% . ſenſe their Sins. By theſe vatious Me- 
N ods, many Perſons have, by the Bleſſing of 
ey God, been brought to a you of their — 
an 


(4) 


and Danger ; and though they have at firſt been 
exaſperated againſt the Inſtruments of awakening 
them out of their dreadful Lethargy, and ſtopping 
them in their ſinful Courſes ; yet have afterwards 
bleſſed God for their Recovery, and been heartily 


thankful to thoſe who have been ſerviceable to 
them therein. 


This Undertaking, begun by a very few. Per- 
ſons, has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not only in 
Great-Britain, but in Foreign Parts. And the 
great Good, which, by God's Bleſſing, has been 
done by the ſaid Societies, has very much ani- 
mated their Endeavours, They have likewiſe 
been encouraged by ſeveral Royal Proclama- 
tions, Orders of Seſſions, Preſentments of Grand- 
jos in many Counties of Eng/and:; by the 

ord-Mayors and Court of Aldermen of the 
City. of London; by many Sermons of the 
Right Reverend the Biſhops, and other Eminent 
Divines, preached ' to the Societies, and pub- 
Iiſhed throughout the Kingdom; and by the 
. Writings of other Learned Men; as . allo by 
the ſolemn Approbation of a conſiderable num- 
ber of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
the Honourable Judges of, Exgland and Ireland 


and the Commiſhoners of ſeveral Proteſtant 
Churches. F 


It muſt be confeſſed, . That Profaneneſs and 
Debauchery do {till too much abound ;. yet 1 
cannot be deny'd, but that they are reformes, 
in their various Branches, to a very, remarkable 
degree; from whence tis evident, that ont 


| (5) 
this Work has had ſuch conſiderable Succeſs, not- 


been 1 the many and great Difficulties it 
ming has ſtruggled with, much greater Advances might 
ping have been expected, had there been a more ge- 
vards jeral' and hearty Concurrence of Perſons of all 
artily Wi Orders amongſt us, in Proportion to the Greatneſs 
le to ck the Concern, | 


Thoſe therefore that have a Juſt Zeal for the 
Honour of God and Religion; who defire to 
mevent the ſpreading of the Leproſie of Sin; 
who are unwilling to have their Children, and 
dee aher Relations, or their Friends and Servants, 
1 anl- corrupted by ill Examples and wicked Allure- 
Kewile rents: Thoſe that fincerely wiſh well to thoſe ex- 
clama- Went and hopeful Nurſeries of Piety and good 


Per- 
ly in 
I the 
been 


Grand- E nners, the CHARITY-SCHOOLSVC H; 
y the a would be heartily grieved to ſee the 
7 on Chriſtian Inſtruction and pious Education that 
ö 


Children receive therein, miſcarry, through pre- 


minent ling open Temptations to Wickedneſs, and 
 pub- Wi: general Contempt of Religion: Thoſe, laſt- 
by the y, who have any due Love to their Country, 
o n wou'd prevent a National Guilt, and there- 


2 num- 
1, and 
Ireland, 
-oteſtant 


keep off National Judgments, cannot poſ- 
bly, one wou'd think, but heartily approve and 
Alt this Uſeful Deſign for Suppteſſing Profane- 
els and Immorality. | 


els mw Now, whereas ſome have moſt maliciouſſy 
| WF infinuated, That it is not Reformation 
rs which is intended, but the getting of 


Money from the | Tana and by 
2 


gat fince ſuch 


this 
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ſuch baſe and vile Reports, have impo- 
ſed on ſome very well-meaning Peg, 
le: It is henry ed to the World, 
That ſuch a Charge upon thele Socie- 
ties is abſolutely falſe. It is allowed, 
that there have been ſome baſe and 
wicked Perſons, (not engaged, or in the 
leaſt concerned in the ieties for Re. 
formation of Mannezs) who have ex. 
torted Money from Offenders, and ſome 
times from honeſt Men. But all ſuch 
Practices are utterly deteſted by theſe 
Societies, ( who, it is well known, have 
ſtrictly enquired after ſuch Perſons, and, 
when diſcover'd, have brought them to 
Puniſhment) nor do they know or be. 
lieve, that any engaged in theſe Socie- 
ties are chargeable therewith. And ty 
prevent, as much as is poſſible, all Sul- 
picion of a mercenary Deſign or Prin 
&pio in any that act in the Buſineſs 
of Reformation; the GEN TLEMEY 
concerned have all along recommended 
it, and indeed inſiſted n it with 
thoſe of the Societies, who have given 
Informations againſt Vice or Profare- 
neſs, that they ſhould never receive that 
part of the Penalty which the Law al. 
lows the Informer; and it has not 
come to their Knowledge in upwards 


of Twenty Nears time, that any one Fer. 


fon of thoſe Societies have ated other- 
wile. However, if at any time here 


after it ſhould happen that any rw 
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EN concerned in any. of the So- 
cieties for Promoting Reformation of 
Manners, ſhould be chargeable with : 
of the evil Praftices before mentio 

or ev'n with taking the Reward which 
the Law allows them; It is humbly 
requeſted of all that are heartily con- 
cerned for the Intereſt of Religion, 
_ they will give them Notice there- 
of, 


N. B. The Perſons concerned in theſe Societies, 


confine their Proſecutions to the Offences men- 
tioned in this Accoum. 


4 


And for the further Preventing any Objections 
from thoſe who are too much diſpoſed to raiſe 
them, againſt this neceflary Work of Reforma- 
tion; that there is more Regard had to the 
Puniſhment, than to the Converſion of profane 
and vicious Perſons; it may not be improper 
to acquaint the World, That in Conjunction 
with the other pious and proper Methods of 
laſtruction, Admonition and Reprogf, which are 
uſed by the Societies, to awaken Men to 
denſe of their Sins, and Concern for their Souls, 
the Number of large Books, and leſſer Diſcour- 


ſes, that have been wrote by ſome of the Mem- 


bers of the Societies for Reformation, or which 
they have procured to be wrote and publiſhed 


by others, and have given at their own Charge, 


in this and other Kingdoms, for the Furthering 


of the Reformation of this, and other Nations, 


and 


(80 


. che patticular Converſion of ſuch Offender 
as they Fave: brought to Puniſhment for their 
Enormities, are calculated at more than 


de Mabel Thouſand. . = 8 


The Number of Books given er.. L 2 400000 


* 


8 the Societies, A above — 


THE END, 


